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This seminar will focus on the social history of the American GI in World War II. It will consider the demographic profile of the men and women who served in the American military, why they fought, and how they coped with the experience of total war. Special attention will be given to the religious experiences of the GI at war and issues of race, ethnicity, and gender.    This seminar will also examine the reintegration of the American GI into American society after 1945. It will explore the impact of the GI Bill of Rights, as well as issues of physical disability and post-traumatic stress that afflicted millions of veterans.  Understanding the social history of the American GI is relevant to helping students conceptualize the experiences of Americans who fought in the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
We will read letters, novels, memoirs, and oral histories. As part of this course we will visit campus archives and special collections at Florida State and students will gain an overview of how historians and archivists preserve and use archival sources. Students will gain extensive experience in working with manuscript collections from the collections of the Institute on World War II and the Human Experience. 

Seminar participants will be expected to write a research essay that draws upon the holdings of the Institute on World War II and the Human Experience. As a capstone assignment, seminar students will participate in a group project that asks them to select, transcribe, annotate, and digitize historical documents from the Institute’s collection for placement on the Institute website.   

The Liberal Studies for the 21st Century Program at Florida State University builds an educational foundation that will enable FSU graduates to thrive both intellectually and materially and to support themselves, their families, and their communities through a broad and critical engagement with the world in which they live and work. Liberal Studies thus offers a transformative experience. This course has been approved as meeting the requirements for the E-Series and thus is designed to help you become an interdisciplinary and flexible thinker, a lifelong learner, and a team builder. In addition, this course has been approved for the Liberal Studies disciplinary requirement of history and thus is designed to help you become a clear, creative, and convincing communicator as well as a critical reader, thoughtful patron of and participant in cultural practices, and critical appraiser of theories and the facts that support them. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

At the end of the course students will be able to:

1. Critically examine, interpret, and explain personal, political, economic, and social experiences of the American GI in World War II and during the postwar era (1945-Present).   

2.  Gather and analyze data using historical methodologies to evaluate causal arguments and analyze assertions, assumptions, and explanatory evidence on what motivated American GIs to serve and fight in World War II, as well as how they managed to reintegrate back into civilian society after 1945. 

3. Evaluate and employ appropriate technology in the collection and analysis of data used in evidence to trace the way GIs responded to the stress of combat.  Students in this course will use a variety of primary sources to address this question, including letter, diaries, photographs, maps, newspapers, financial records, and artifacts.

4. Understand how historians and archivists preserve and use archival sources. 
5. Analyze and synthesize information from within and across disciplines to understand the impact of World War II on combatants.  

6.  Gain skills in using and creating digital sources.   
7. Critically examine and interpret the political, cultural, economic and social experiences/structures shaped by American involvement in World War II.

8.  Write college-level quality papers that convey ideas in clear, coherent, grammatically correct prose adapted to their particular purpose, occasion, and audience.

TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE:

*Attend class regularly and participate in class discussions. It is expected that you will be able to comment on every assigned reading during class discussions. Students who have more than FOUR unexcused absences will be dropped from the class and receive an F.   Exemptions from this policy will be narrowly interpreted and follow the general university guidelines with regard to extenuating circumstances.   
In assessing class participation, the goal is to have every student participate actively in discussions and share their insights with class members.  To encourage wide ranging discussion students automatically start out with an A (96) for this portion of the class.  To retain this grade, it is also essential that students come prepared to discuss the reading assignments on the day they are due.  Many class discussions will begin with every student making opening comments (3-5 minutes) about the assigned readings. Students absent or unprepared to discuss the assigned reading will have five points deducted from their discussion grade. Each student will be allowed two unexcused absences and/or two classes where they are unprepared to discuss the assigned readings before points are deducted.

In the unlikely event that class participation is lacking, the course professor reserves the right to hold unannounced quizzes to be factored into the discussion grade.

 *Complete two essay assignments. Late essays will only be accepted at the instructor's discretion. Papers must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the date they are due.   
*Participate in a group project that will involve the selection, annotation, and digitization of selected documents from the Institute website.

*Take part in a group library scavenger hunt and complete a related bibliographic assignment. 
YOUR GRADE WILL BE DETERMINED AS FOLLOWS:

Class Participation




12.5 percent


First Paper





12.5 percent

Second Paper
 




25 percent


The Group Project




50 percent

REQUIRED READINGS

The following books can be purchased from the University bookstore:

Louise DeSalvo, Chasing Ghosts: A Memoir of a Father Gone to War (New York:  Fordham University Press, 2016).

Carl O. Dunbar, Before They Were Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon Islands.  Edited by Peter M. Dunbar.  Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011.

Alexander Jefferson with Lewis H. Carlson.  Red Tail Captured: Red Tail Free: Memoirs of a Tuskegee Airman and POW.  New York:  Fordham University Press, 2005.  ISBN:  978-0-8232-2366-4

G. Kurt Piehler, The United States in World War II: A Documentary Reader (Malden, MA:  Wiley-Blackwell, 2013.

Sloan Wilson, The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit, 4th Edition.  Boston: DaCapo Press, 2002.
Other assigned readings listed in the schedule of required readings are either available through the FSU Libraries website or will be distributed in advance by the course professor 
SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

January 7



Introduction

January 12



The Library Scavenger Hunt

January 14



Documenting Sources

6:15 P.M.



Professor Sheldon Garon, Princeton University






Public Lecture






Hotel Duval, Tallahassee

January 15-16



Comparative Home Front Conference






Hotel Duval, Tallahassee

January 19



Documenting the Human Experience






Exhibition Catalogue, The Human Experience, entire

January 21



War: Diplomacy, Controversy, and the GIs






Piehler, United States in World War II, chapters 1-4






Scavenger Hunt Extra-Credit Assignment D




January 26



Writing History from Documents





FIRST ESSAY ASSIGNMENT DUE

January 28



Group Formation Day






ATTENDANCE MANDATORY

February 2



Group Working Day






FSU at the Capitol

February 4
War on Other Fronts


Piehler, United Sates in World War II, chapters 5-7


February 9



Morality and Total War






Piehler, United States in World War II, chapters 8-9

February 11 



The Legacies of War






Piehler, United States in World War II, chapters 10-12

February 16



Tour of the Pepper Library and Stroizer Library (tentative)

February 18



A Veteran’s Memoir






Carlson, Red Tail Captured, entire

February 23



Group Working Day



February 25 

 

A Daughter Discovers Her Father’s War 






DeSalvo, Chasing Ghosts, entire
D’Ann Campbell, “Women in Combat: The World War II Experiences in the United States, Great Britain, German and the Soviet Union.”  Journal of Military History 57 (April 1993): 301-323. (Distributed in advance)

March 1



Group Working Day

March 3 



The Documentary Tradition:  Hollywood Depicts Battle







Film:  Battle of San Pietro






SECOND ESSAY ASSIGNMENT DUE
March 7-11



Spring Break
March 15



What to do with a History Major?

March 17



A Son Discovers His Father’s War







Dunbar, Before They Were Black Sheep, entire


March 22



Group Working Day






First Draft of Headnote, Transcription, and Annotation 





Due

March 24



The Veteran Comes Home






Wilson, The Man in the Gray Flannel
March 29



Pondering an Honor’s Thesis?  Graduate School?






Research Presentations 

March 31



How is History Written?






SECOND ASSINGNTMENT DUE


April 5




Group Working Day


April 7 



Group Working Day

April 12



Group Working Day

April 14



GROUP PROJECT DUE

April 19



Individual Consultations






ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY

April 21



Evaluation and Assessment






ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY

There is no final examination scheduled in this course.




FIRST ASSIGNMENT 
In this assignment compare and contrast the experiences of Earl L Bailey and Benjamin H. Dickens based on reading their letters and documents. Your essay should do more than simply summarize the letters, but write a comparative biography of these two GIs. In your essay please take into consideration the historical context the men’s experience as well as that of their audience on the home front. 

To access these letters, go to http://digital-collections.ww2.fsu.edu/scripto/scripto. Select the “Browse Collections” tab, and then scroll down to their names. Click the “View items in…” link, and then the links to the letters’ individual dates. If you find any problems with the transcription, please e-mail Jan-Ruth Mills at ww2@ww2.fsu.edu.
SECOND ASSIGNMENT

This essay will offer you an opportunity to consider what different primary sources documents add to understanding the history of World War II. In this essay discuss the strengths and limitations of letters, memoirs, and visual arts as historical sources.  This essay should draw on the assigned primary sources, as well as class discussion:

Louise DeSalvo, Chasing Ghosts: A Memoir of a Father Gone to War (New York:  Fordham University Press, 2016).

Carl O. Dunbar, Before They Were Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon Islands.  Edited by Peter M. Dunbar.  Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011.

Alexander Jefferson with Lewis H. Carlson.  Red Tail Captured: Red Tail Free: Memoirs of a Tuskegee Airman and POW.  New York:  Fordham University Press, 2005

Sloan Wilson, The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit. 4th Edition.  Boston: DaCapo Press, 2002

This 2000 word essay should be an analytical essay that is not simply a summary of these different primary sources.   In your critique take into account the question of audience for all these works.  For instance, did Carl Dunbar think in writing letters home that he was creating a historical source?  How may the passage of time influence memories and a memoir?  How does censorship and self-censorship impact any primary source related to war?  To what degree can   second hand memories of the experience of war be trusted? 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR INDIVIDUAL ESSAYS

97-100
Essay is exceptional in every respect and has the potential to develop into a published article.  It offers a thorough grasp of all the primary sources required for the assignment.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by evidence drawn from the primary sources required for this assignment.  Stylistically, this essay is engaging, free of any grammatical or typographical errors.

94-96



Essay is outstanding in every respect.  It offers a thorough grasp

of assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assignment. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, and has only a handful of minor typographical errors.

90-93
Essay is outstanding in most respects, but some themes could be developed.   It offers a grasp of the assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assigned. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, and has only a handful of minor grammatical and typographical errors.

87-89
Essay is good in every respect.  It offers a good grasp of the primary sources assigned, but the analysis could be developed.  It offers a grasp of the assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assignment. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, but does have several grammatical and typographical errors.

84-86
Essay is good.  It offers a solid grasp of the primary sources, but several themes are missing or could be developed.   It offers a thesis, but the analysis could be developed. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a number of grammatical and typographical errors.

80-83
Essay is good.  It offers a solid grasp of the primary sources, but several themes are missing or could be developed.   It offers a thesis, but the analysis is uneven. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

77-79
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but lacks significant analysis.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited.  It mainly offers a summary of each primary source and provides little synthesis. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

74-76
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but the essay does not fully address the key themes raised by the assignment.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited and mainly offers a summary of each primary source and provides little synthesis. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

70-73
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but the essay does not fully address the key themes raised by the assignment.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited, and mainly offers a summary of each primary sources and provides little synthesis. Stylistically, this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

67-69
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only a minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

65-67
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only superficial, minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It is contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

60-63
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only superficial, minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.  Assertions are made that are inaccurate or even incorrect (e.g. incorrect dates for events).

56
Essay is poorly written with no analysis or clear thesis.  It is unclear whether the assigned sources were even read. 

IN ALL WRITING ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS

*Each paper will be graded on the basis of research, conceptualization, analysis, and presentation. Sources derived from the Internet should be used with great caution. As a general rule, a good history paper will never rely solely on materials found on the Internet.  Students are especially cautioned about relying upon Wikipedia as a source. 

*The course professor will read drafts of the first and second assignment in advance to offer suggestions revisions.  Students wishing to take advantage of this option must submit papers at least 48 hours in advance.  
*Except for the title page, each page of your paper should be numbered. Each paper should be typed, double spaced with a one-inch margin (right, left, top, bottom). Be sure to use a font no larger than 12 point.
*Remember to proofread your paper. It is a good idea to have your paper reviewed by someone else for clarity and to catch grammatical errors. Reading the paper backwards sentence by sentence can help you identify errors.
*Do not assume the reader has full knowledge of the subject. A good paper should be written for an "unknown" reader and must assume that he/she has little or no knowledge of the subject.
*Be sure you have adequately cited your sources. Any direct quotes from published or unpublished sources must be bracketed by quotation marks and properly cited either with a footnote/endnote. Make sure your footnotes or endnotes conform to: Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations or the Chicago Manual of Style. Parenthetical citations are NOT acceptable for a history paper. If you are a history major or minor, it is strongly recommended you purchase Turabian from your local bookstore. 
*NO FINAL PAPER WILL BE ACCEPTED AS PART OF AN E-MAIL ATTACHMENT.  Drafts may be submitted via e-mail. 

To demonstrate college-level writing competency as required by the State of Florida, the student must earn a "C" (2.0) or higher in the course, and earn at least a “C” average on the required writing assignments. If the student does not earn a “C” average or better on the required writing assignments, the student will not earn an overall grade of “C” or better in the course, no matter how well the student performs in the remaining portion of the course.
THE GROUP PROJECT

Working as a team with several other students, you will have the opportunity identify, transcribe, annotate, and digitize documents from the Institute on World War II and will seek to tell an important part of the history of World War II. If successfully completed the work of the group will become a permanent part of the website of the Institute on World War II and Human Experience and become a resource for students at Florida State and scholars and the general public around the world.   Each group will be assigned a collection or collections to review and under the guidance of the course professor will select documents that warrant digitization.  If groups are interested in working on a particular individual or theme, the course professor will try to accommodate them.  

This is an innovative assignment and students taking part in this assignment will help create the first templates for creating the Institute’s contribution to the digital history of World War II.  We will draw on several resources for this assignment, including the staff of the Institute, and graduate students studying under Kurt Piehler.

To facilitate this task, several classes will be devoted to group meetings, which will also afford the opportunity for each group to consult with the professor. 

How the process will work:

*Individual group, after receiving a set of documents, will read them and provide an initial assessment.  What documents should be digitized?  Are they legible? If not, which one will be transcribed?  What annotation is needed for them?  What should be in the introduction to them to provide context? As part of this process it is important to develop and update a bibliography of relevant sources. 

*After making a preliminary selection of documents begin the process of transcription and research.   The Guide to Documentary Editing offers general guidelines, but periodic guidance will be offered by the course professor to further elaborate on them.   

*Finish the transcription and writing the introduction and annotation.  Submit a draft of the group project by the beginning of class on November 4.  The course professor will provide written and oral feedback the following week with the goal of each individual group creating a final production of exceptional merit.   A group failing to turn in a draft project will be penalized, but the draft will not be graded. 

This is a broad outline of the group project assignment.  A more detailed set of guidelines will be provided regarding selection, transcription, and annotation of documents.   For this project, we are using the Scripto program for final dissemination on the Institute’s website.

ACCESSING INSTITUTE COLLECTIONS

To complete this assignment you will be required to access the holdings of the Institute on World War II and the Human Experience.  Since the Institute’s collections consist of unique historical documents that cannot be found anywhere else in the world; these cannot be borrowed like a library book.  Collections can only be consulted in the Institute’s reading room. When you use the collections please take great care in ensuring they are preserved for future generations.  Among the most important rules, never use pen in an archives or special collection.

Jan-Ruth Mills and Jason Ratcliffe (graduate assistant for the Institute) and Anne Marsh (Administrative Support Assistant for the Institute) will be your points of contact for accessing the collection.  The office hours and contact information for them can be found at the beginning of the syllabus.   Both Ms. Mills, Mr. Ratcliffe and Ms. Marsh will be holding weekly office hours during the semester to facilitate access, but you can also arrange special appointments. Please keep in mind that access to the Institute is unavailable during evenings and weekends.  

GRADING RUBRIC FOR ALL GROUP PROJECTS

Collectively a group can accomplish more than an individual.  Group projects by design require cooperation, patience, good will, and ability to fulfill commitments.  In turn a group can draw on the individual strengths of participants:  some members are better researchers than others, while others more gifted writers, and others better editors.  

An individual grade for the project will be based on a formula that includes both an individual evaluation (50 percent) and an evaluation of the group project (50 percent).  Each part of the grade will be factored in twice.

FOR THE GROUP PROJECT: GRADING RUBRIC

97-100




The final project is flawless and can be posted






on the Institute website immediately.  Selection of 






documents is superb, transcriptions flawless,






and annotation enlightening.

94-96




The final project is almost flawless and with a 






few minor corrections can be posted on the Institute 






website immediately.  Selection of 






documents is outstanding, transcriptions flawless,






and annotation enlightening.

90-93




The final project is outstanding and with a 






few minor corrections can be posted on the Institute 






website immediately.  Selection of 






documents are excellent, transcriptions well done,

and annotation enlightening. But there are a few corrections that that must be addressed before the project can be posted on the Institute website.

87-89
The final project is outstanding and when several corrections are made, the project can be posted on the Institute website immediately.  Selection of the documents is well done, the transcriptions require only minor corrections, and only a few additions are needed for the annotation.

84-86
The final project is good and when several significant corrections are made, the project be posted on the Institute.  Selection of the documents is thoughtful, but there are gaps, the transcriptions do require revisions, and the annotation needs further development.

80-83
The final project has some merit when several significant major revisions are made, the project be posted on the Institute.  Selection of the documents is thoughtful, but there are gaps, the transcriptions do require revisions, and the annotation needs further development.  More attention needs to be paid to organization and there are number of grammatical errors in the annotation.

78-79   



The final project is not suitable for placement on the






Institute website without major revisions.  Although






there is some merit in the project, the document selection






is uneven, the transcriptions flawed, and the annotation 






incomplete.

74-77




The final project is not suitable for placement on the






Institute website without major revisions..  Although






there is some merit in the project, the document selection

is limited and inconsistent,  the transcriptions are seriously flawed, and the annotation.  More attention needs to be paid to organization and there are number of grammatical errors in the annotation.

70-73




The final project is not suitable for placement on the

Institute website without major revisions. The document selection is limited and inconsistent, the transcriptions are seriously flawed, and the annotation incomplete.  More attention needs to be paid to organization and there are number of grammatical errors in the annotation.

66
The group has submitted a project that fails to meet the assignment guidelines; there is some evidence of merit in the sense that documents were selected, transcribed, and annotated.  But the document selection is limited, the transcriptions riddled with errors and annotation incomplete.   The annotation is disorganized and filled with mistakes of fact and poorly written.

56
The group has submitted a project that fails to meet the assignment guidelines. The document selection is deficit, the transcriptions riddled with errors and annotation superficial.   The annotation is disorganized and filled with mistakes of fact and incoherent. 



ASSESSMENT OF INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION: GRADING RUBIC

96
Individual followed all the guidelines for the group project, sent regular updates to course professor regarding work on the project, regularly attended group meetings and made an important contribution to the project while displaying a strong sense of responsibility and collegiality to the group.

86
Individual followed most of the guidelines for the group project.   On one or two occasion the individual group member failed to send a weekly update to the course professor and members of the group but displayed a sense of responsibility and collegiality to the group.  Individual made a significant contribution to the project.

76
Individual failed to follow many of the guidelines for the project.  On more than one occasion the individual group failed to send weekly update to the course professor and member of the group and displayed a lackluster sense of response to the group.   Individual made a limited contribution to the final project.

66 
Individual followed few of the guidelines for the project.  On more than one occasion the individual group failed to send weekly update to the course professor and member of the group and also displayed a lackluster sense of responsibility to the group. The individual made a limited contribution to the final project.  An individual awarded this grade cannot receive higher than a C as the final grade for the group project. 

56
The individual has failed this assignment completely by failing to attend group meetings regularly. The individual has made no discernible contribution to the final project and has often been inaccessible to fellow group members and has failed to provide updates to the course professor. 

A FEW WORDS REGARDING PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE: 

1. If you decide to attend class, I believe it is rude to leave before the class has ended. If you are late to a lecture, I expect you to enter the classroom discretely.  Students arriving to class 10 minutes late will be considered absent for the day.
2. I expect e-mail messages to me to follow the rules of standard written English regarding capitalization, sentence structure, and spelling. I will not respond to e-mails or telephone calls that seek to learn your grade on an assignment or examination. As a general rule I will try to respond to e-mails within a 48 hour period (except on weekends). If you have not heard from me after 48 hours please do not hesitate to contact me again.

3. Overall, I encourage you to see me during office hours if you have questions about course readings, written assignments, and other course related matters. I am also happy to talk with you if you are considering a history major and/or would like advice on career planning. 

4. Your informed opinion is valued. One of the goals of this course is for you to develop your own "interpretations" of history. At the same time, it is equally important that you respect the informed viewpoints of others.
University Attendance Policy:
Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.

Academic Honor Policy:
*ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic-Honor-Policy
Americans With Disabilities Act:

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should:
(1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and
(2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class.

This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.

For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center
874 Traditions Way
108 Student Services Building
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice)
(850) 644-8504
(850) 644-8504 (TDD)
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu
http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/
Free Tutoring from FSU
On-campus tutoring and writing assistance is available for many courses at Florida State University. For more information, visit the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) Tutoring Services’ comprehensive list of on-campus tutoring options - see http://ace.fsu.edu/tutoring or contact tutor@fsu.edu. High-quality tutoring is available by appointment and on a walk-in basis. These services are offered by tutors trained to encourage the highest level of individual academic success while upholding personal academic integrity. 

Syllabus Change Policy
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.
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